Hello!
Do you hear “Yanny” or “Laurel”? This is the latest’s social media
question. There is really no purpose to it other than to see how other
people process this computer voice. (If you don’t’ know what I am
referring to, Google “Yanny or Laurel”.) I had to explain this to my
parents the other day. They wanted to know the greater purpose of it
and why it mattered.

June 2018
Charge
Happenings

Just like a few years ago a dress was the topic of discussion on social
media. Some people thought it was blue and black and others thought
it was white and gold.
How do we ‘see’ and hear scripture? We often times get stuck in the
thought process that “my way is the only way” to understand scripture.
I think, though, we need to be open to reflecting other people’s
understanding.

Worship Times:
Livingston – 8:30 a.m.
415 Woodward Ave
Livingston, WI 53554
Arthur – 9:45 a.m.
473 Center Street
Platteville, WI 53554
Stitzer – 11:00 a.m.
11542 Kluckhohn St
Stitzer, WI 53825

Website:

John Wesley said that we understand God and faith through four
means. This is called the Quadrilateral. The primary source of our
understanding is through scripture, but also our tradition, experience
and reason help us understand God and faith. I also believe that
reason, experience and tradition shape the way we read and
understand scripture.
When we look at scripture, it’s not fair to pluck one verse from the
whole and make that verse stand alone. We need to understand the
context in while that scripture was being written, who wrote it, why
did they write it, and who were the recipients of that
scripture/letter? And most importantly, what was being said before
that one verse and after.

www.lsaumc.org

Invite your friends to
like us on Facebook at:
“Livingston, Arthur &
Stitzer United
Methodist Churches”
and our children’s
ministry page at:
“Kingdom Kids
Ministry”

I invite you this summer to read scripture, in addition to coming to
church. Read those commentary notes under your passage in your
Bible to understand more about it. Talk to others about how they
understand scripture. Listen to a credible pastor’s sermons online.
And then think critically about scripture and how it affects your life.
God’s word is a lamp unto our feet.
Have a great June!
Pastor Ty

Helping our Communities
Fennimore Food Pantry
Stitzer collects items for the
Fennimore Food Pantry. Items
needed most are: oatmeal, peas,

canned fruit, cream of chicken
soup, cereal & toilet paper.
They also take any non-perishables,
cleaning or paper products. Place donations
in the basket in the back of the church.

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry
at Ss Anthony and Philip Church
Livingston collects donations for the
Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry in
Highland. This month the personal care
item is Liquid Dish Soap (20 oz).
Donations are to be placed in the wicker
basket in the church entryway. Thank you to
Mary Sue Divine for delivering the items.

Don’t Forget! July marks the month we CHANGE WORSHIP TIMES!!
Starting July 1st the worship times will be:

STITZER 8:30AM, LIVINGSTON 9:45AM & ARTHUR 11:00AM

Arthur’s All You Can Eat

“Cafeteria Supper”
Wednesday, June 20th from 5:00-7:00pm
Come enjoy Hot Chicken & BBQ sandwiches, potatoes, salads, jello, pie, cake & ice cream.

$9 Adults, $4 kids (6-12yrs), 5 & under free. Carry-outs available.

Introducing:
our new custodians!
Isabelle Harwick (left) for the
Livingston church and Ruth Scott
(right) for the Stitzer church are
recently hired custodians! If you see
them around, be sure to introduce
yourself!

June 20th – Arthur Cafeteria Supper 5 – 7 pm
June 24th – Joint Worship in Bell Park in Livingston at 9:30am
There will be NO worship held at any of the churches this day.
June 27th – Stitzer Cafeteria Supper 5:00-7:30 pm
July 1 – Worship Times CHANGE! Stitzer 8:30, Livingston 9:45, Arthur 11:00
This Month in Livingston
Worship at 8:30am
Greeters: Brooke Shores & Carla Rickard
Ushers: Jordan Shores & Neil Millard
Acolyte: Cameron & Carly Shores
Special Music:
June 3 – Communion
June 17 – Randy Warne
June 4 – Council Meeting at 6pm
June 19 – UMW meets at church at 1:30 pm

This Month in Arthur
Worship at 9:45am
June 17 – No Worship

This Month in Stitzer
Worship at 11:00am
UMW at 6:30pm, Pat is hosting, Carole has the program – June 13
Council Meeting at 7pm – June 19

June 2 – David & Joanne Williams
June 5 – John & Tammy Kohlenberg
June 8 – Jim & Rhonda Hughey
June 9 – Randy & Vicki James
June 10 – Jack & Jean Slack

Anniversaries
June 11 – Ken & Kay Moen
June 12 – Eldon & Arlyne Place
June 15 – Bill & Sandy Klug
June 18 – Dennis & Shyla Braudt
June 20 – Bernard & Elaine Keller
June 20 – David & Amy Loy
June 22 – Clayton & Nancy Merwin
June 23 – Phillip & Susan Walker
June 27 – Ryan & Chelsie Walter
June 30 – John & Deanna Merwin

If you or anyone you know is missing from the calendar, please contact Beth at the office: 943-6606.
We want to celebrate you!

VBS Prep Nights

Shoes for
Schools 4 Haiti
We will be collecting shoes through the end
of June. Please bring them & leave them
inside the entryway.

Beginning June 3rd we will start to
make our church an island where
kids will learn they can be rescued
by Jesus, and we will need lots of
creative folks!

Livingston Big Days Parade
Sunday, June 24th we will be walking in the
parade to promote Vacation Bible School.
We are looking for children and adults who
can walk in the parade to hand out water
bottles and carry the banner. The parade
starts at 2 p.m. at Bell Park. If you are
available, please let Michele Wetter know.

Come from 6 – 8 pm every
Sunday night in June & July!

Stitzer Cafeteria Supper
Wednesday, June 27th from 5:00 - 7:30 pm
Chicken dressing, BBQ Beef & Ham sandwiches, assorted salads, potato salads, baked
beans, pies, cakes, ice cream & beverage.

Cost: $10-Adults, $5-ages 5-12, Free-age 4 & under. Carry-outs available!

DEAR PARENTS:
Send your kids on an impacting island adventure!
At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms. Shipwrecked
is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch and even taste!
Sciency-Fun GizmosTM, team-building games, cool Bible songs and tasty treats are just a few
of the standout activities that help faith flow into real life. (Since everything is hands-on,
kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.) Plus,
we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life – something we call God
Sightings. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!
Your kids will also have the opportunity to support the poor and orphaned in Haiti in Jesus'
name through a local non-profit organization called Schools 4 Haiti.
Parents, grandparents, and friends are invited to join us at Sail Away Sendoff each evening
at 8:20 p.m., a daily exploration of our Jesus’ rescue!
So, mark these dates on your calendar: Sunday July 29th - Thursday August 2nd. The fun
starts at 5:45 p.m. and will end at 8:45 p.m. There will also be a FREE dinner served to
participants and their families at 5 p.m. in the church fellowship hall.
Registration forms can be found at the Livingston United Methodist Church lobby or the
Livingston public library, or you can call the church office at 943-6606. VBS is open to
children age 4 to those who have finished 5th Grade. If you have a child older than that who
doesn't want to miss the excitement, let us know and we can use them as a helper! Your
children will not want to miss this life-changing adventure!
Sincerely,
Michele Wetter
Your Shipwrecked VBS Director

2018 Livingston VBS
REGISTRATION FORM
July 29th-August 2nd
5:45 p.m.-8:45 p.m.
(FREE dinner served at 5 pm for participants & families)

Livingston United Methodist Church ~ 415 Woodward Ave
Child's Name: ___________________________________ Child's gender: _____________
Child's age: _______ Date of birth: _____________ Last school grade completed: ________
Name of parent(s): _________________________________________________________
Street address: ___________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ___________
Home telephone: (______) _____________ Parent's cell: (______) ___________________
Home email address: _______________________________________________________
Home church: ____________________________________________________________
Any special circumstances/requests: ___________________________________________
I give Livingston UMC permission to post and/or print my child/children’s photograph or video
on newsletters, bulletins, Facebook, or Church website.

Yes____ No____ (Must check one)

Allergies or other medical conditions: ___________________________________________
In case of emergency, contact: ____________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Relationship to child: ____________________________________________
[Church use only] Crew number: ____________________

WHERE IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HEADED? (PART 2)
From the Desk of Mike Mueller – Livingston Administrative Council Chairman
In our last article we reviewed some of the basic history of our United Methodist denomination. In this
article we want to look at the basic polity of the United Methodist Church.
As United Methodists we are governed by our “Book of Discipline”. Our rule book. The Book of Discipline
(BOD) contains the UMC Constitution, our denomination’s doctrine and doctrinal statements, the general rules of
our denomination, the ministry all Christians (lay and clergy) are to be involved in, and the UMC’s social principles
(our position on social issues). It spells out how each local church is to be organized and the rules a local church and
its members are expected to abide by. It spells out the various forms of ordained ministry, the requirements of
ordination, and the rules ordained clergy are to follow as they minister. The BOD addresses the structure of the
UMC beyond the local church, including districts, district superintendents, conferences, bishops, central conferences,
general conference and its various boards and agencies, church property, and the judicial agency and process for
dealing with violations of the BOD. (www.umc.org is the official website for the United Methodist Church)
The United Methodist Church (UMC) is a highly organized denomination. Our structure connects every
UMC anywhere in the world to all the other UMC’s in the world. Do you remember the old diddy about our body’s
bones being connected to one another? In the UMC the local church is connected to the district, the district is
connected to the annual conference, the annual conference is connected to the jurisdictional or central conference,
and the jurisdictional/central conference is connected to the general conference. Our denominational structure is
basically a representative form and during our meetings at whatever level, Robert’s Rules of Order are followed.
On the local church level we have local church officers and committees. They oversee the ministry of the
local church within the community or area the local church is located, including the budget and church property. At
our yearly local church Charge Conference, members in attendance vote to approve the proposed budget, church
officers, local church committees, lay speakers, and the lay person nominated to be lay delegate to the Wisconsin
Annual Conference. (Any local church member can attend and vote at Charge Conference.)
As three local congregations we are part of a district within an Annual Conference. Our three congregations
are in the Southwest District of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. Our district includes all of the UMC’s in Dane,
Green, Lafayette, Grant, Iowa, Crawford, Richland, Vernon, Sauk and Columbia counties. The congregations and
clergy within a district are overseen by a district superintendent (a clergy person) who is appointed by the bishop of
the Annual Conference.
The next level of our connectedness is the Annual Conference. Every local Wisconsin UMC congregation is
a member of the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the UMC. Every UMC pastor IS NOT a member of a local
church, but rather a member of an Annual Conference (Usually the one in which they were ordained or
commissioned.). The Annual Conference is overseen by a bishop who has been elected to that position. The bishop
oversees all the clergy and churches within the Annual Conference and administers the conference’s ministries,
budget, etc. The Wisconsin Annual Conference owns property-a two story office building in Sun Prairie in which the
conference offices are housed, two retirement homes and two campgrounds (Lucerne and Pine Lake). Bellin Hospital
in Green Bay and Northcott Neighborhood House (an inner city ministry) in Milwaukee are part of the Wisconsin
Annual Conferences’s ministry. The Annual Conference provides resources to local churches, helps finance new
church starts and assists in outreach ministries to ethnic groups within Wisconsin.
Every year all the UMC clergy in Wisconsin and lay delegates from our local churches meet for several days
in Middleton for what is called “Annual Conference.” UMC clergy are required to attend Annual Conference and
local churches or a charge has a lay delegate who also attends the Annual Conference. Max Edge from Stitzer and
myself have been your lay delegates over the past few years. The main roles of the Annual Conference meetings are
to approve the Conference’s ministries, work on and approve the Conference budget, to approve those nominated to
Conference committees, to elect lay and clergy delegates to the Jurisdictional and General Conferences, to name a
few. During Annual Conference new clergy are ordained, retiring clergy are recognized, local churches are
recognized for paying their apportionments, and the pastoral appointments to local churches are read.
The next level of organization is the Jurisdictional or Central Conference. In the U. S. we are organized into
five Jurisdictional Conferences (North Eastern, South Central, Southwestern, Western, and North Central). In other
countries we are organized into Central Conferences. The Wisconsin Annual Conference is part of the North Central
Jurisdiction along with the Dakotas, the Detroit, East Ohio, Illinois Great Rivers, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Northern
Illinois, West Michigan and West Ohio Annual Conferences.

The Jurisdictional Conferences meet once every four years. Each Annual Conference elects an equal number
of lay and clergy delegates to this gathering. The number of delegates an Annual Conference elects and sends to the
Jurisdictional Conference is based upon the total church membership within the Annual Conference. The
Jurisdictional Conference gatherings are hosted by an Annual Conference when they are held. In 2000 the Wisconsin
Annual Conference hosted the North Central Jurisdiction gathering in Middleton, WI.
The Jurisdictional Conference has two primary roles. The first is the election of bishops within the UMC.
Clergy individuals offer themselves for the office of Bishop-they are not nominated or considered candidates. Often
times, an Annual Conference will endorse a clergy person from their Conference to be considered for election to the
office of bishop. That endorsement will come after the elected Annual Conference delegates to Jurisdictional and
General Conference have gone through a discerning process to see if a clergy person within the Annual Conference
is willing to be considered for the office of Bishop. Since 1996, the Wisconsin Annual Conference has had two
clergy from the Conference elected to the office of Bishop-Bishop Donald Ott, who is retired and Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung, who currently serves as our bishop of the Wisconsin Annual Conference.
The second role the Jurisdictional Conference plays is the appointments of where the bishops will serve. Two
individuals of each Annual Conferences delegation are appointed to a committee that decides which bishop will
serve a specific Annual Conference. This committee must make their appointments before the several day
Jurisdictional Conference is over. An elected bishop will serve an Annual Conference within the Jurisdiction he/she
is elected. Their appointment to an Annual Conference is for a four year period. Usually they will serve as bishop in
an Annual Conference for a total of eight years and then be appointed to a different Annual Conference. However,
sometimes an exception is made and they will serve for a total of twelve years within an Annual Conference.
The final level of our denomination is the General Conference. The General Conference is made up of all the
Jurisdictional and Central Conferences and ultimately consists of every UMC local congregation all over the world.
General Conference not only refers to our worldwide structure, but also to the international legislative meeting of
UMC clergy and delegates that meets every four years. General Conference happens the same year as the
Jurisdictional Conferences happen, but always before the Jurisdictional Conferences are held.
Every Annual Conference or Central Conference elects an equal number of lay and clergy delegates to the
General Conference gathering-a two week long event. The number of delegates an Annual Conference sends to
General Conference is determined by the total UMC membership within the Annual Conference. In 1992 the
Wisconsin Annual Conference sent six clergy and six lay delegates to the 1992 General Conference held in
Louisville, KY. In 2016 the Wisconsin Annual Conference sent three clergy and three lay delegates to the 2016
General Conference held in Portland, OR. These figures illustrate the fact that UMC’s in the U. S. are not growing in
membership, but instead declining.
The main role of the two week long General Conference gathering is to make changes or additions to our
Book of Discipline. No other body (or person) within our denomination can do that. Any changes or additions made
are approved by a simple majority vote of the delegates. Changes or additions to the BOD come to the General
Conference in the form of petitions which go through a legislative process and eventually get voted up or down by
the delegates. Any UMC member, congregation, UMC board or agency, or UMC advocacy group can submit
petitions to the General Conference for consideration.
Some other matters General Conference is responsible for are the election of individuals to the University
Senate (the body that oversees UMC seminaries), the election of individuals to the Judicial Council (our
denomination’s supreme court that handles violations of the BOD), the approval of members of General Conference
Board and Agencies, the approval of the General Conference budget, to list a few.
You may be wondering-how is all this denominational structure and ministries paid for? The monies needed
come through what we call apportionments. Each local UMC is asked to send X amount of dollars to the Annual
Conference. A formula based upon a local church’s membership and expenditures, and an Annual Conference’s
share of the General Conference budget determines what each local church is asked to give to the Annual
Conference. So a portion of the money you give to the Arthur, Livingston or Stitzer UMC is sent on to the Annual
and General Conferences to fund their budgets.
The second paragraph stated our Book of Discipline was our “rule book.” When we joined the UMC or were
ordained (clergy) within the UMC, we committed ourselves to abide by the Book of Discipline of the UMC. If there
are violations of the BOD, it spells out specifically the process for handling the violations, who oversees the process,
and what consequences there may be. The involved parties have the right to appeal to the Judicial Council for a final
ruling. As members of the UMC we not only have covenanted to be followers of Christ, to be faithful members of
the UMC, but we have also covenanted to abide by the Book of Discipline as lay members and clergy members.

DEAR PARENTS:
Send your kids on an
impacting island adventure!
At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms. Shipwrecked
is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch and even taste!
Sciency-Fun GizmosTM, team-building games, cool Bible songs and tasty treats are just a few
of the standout activities that help faith flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how
to see evidence of God in everyday life – something we call God Sightings. Get ready to hear
that phrase a lot!
Your kids will also have the opportunity to participate in a hands-on mission project! We
will be collecting non-perishable food items and personal hygiene items for the food pantry
at the Depot Exchange in Fennimore.
Parents, grandparents, and friends are invited to join us at Sail Away Sendoff each evening
at 8:00 p.m., a daily exploration of our Jesus’ rescue! We will end our VBS adventure with a
program on Thursday, July 12th at 8:00 p.m.
So, mark these dates on your calendar: Monday, July 9th – Thursday, July 12th. The fun
starts at 5:00 p.m. and will end at 8:30 p.m. We will provide a light supper during their time
here.
We are still looking for adult helpers and crew leaders! If you are interested in helping, call
or email Charisse at 608-778-8101 or umccharisse@gmail.com
Sincerely,

Charisse Orth
Your Shipwrecked VBS Director

2018 Stitzer VBS
REGISTRATION FORM
July 9th - July 12th
5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Stitzer United Methodist Church
Child's Name: ___________________________________ Child's gender: _____________
Child's age: _______ Date of birth: _____________ Last school grade completed: ________
Name of parent(s): _________________________________________________________
Street address: ___________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ___________
Home telephone: (______) _____________ Parent's cell: (______) ___________________
Home email address: _______________________________________________________
Home church: ____________________________________________________________
Any special circumstances/requests: ___________________________________________
I give Stitzer UMC permission to post and/or print my child/children’s photograph or video on
newsletters, bulletins, Facebook, or Church website.

Yes____ No____ (Must check one)

Allergies or other medical conditions: ___________________________________________
In case of emergency, contact: ____________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Relationship to child: ____________________________________________
Cost: $5 per child, not more than $10 per family
Please send form to Charisse Orth, 11555 Mt Ridge Rd, Fennimore, WI 53809 by July 1st.
Questions? Contact Charisse at 608-778-8101 or umccharisse@gmail.com

