
 

 

August 2018    
Charge 

Happenings 
 

 

****NEW**** 
Worship Times: 
 
Stitzer – 8:30 a.m. 
11542 Kluckhohn St 
Stitzer, WI  53825 
 
Livingston – 9:45 a.m. 

415 Woodward Ave 
Livingston, WI  53554 

 
Arthur – 11:00 a.m. 

473 Center Street 
Platteville, WI 53554 

 
 

Website: 
www.lsaumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 
Invite your friends to 
like us on Facebook at: 
“Livingston, Arthur & 
Stitzer United 
Methodist Churches”  
and our children’s 
ministry page at: 
“Kingdom Kids 
Ministry” 

Happy August! 

 

This month our outreach is toward our schools.  In 

all three of the churches we are collecting school 

supplies.  These school supplies will help our local 

school districts be able to help children and families 

that might not have the means to be able to provide 

those supplies for their children.   

 

School supplies are expensive, just for my one school 

aged child.  But I know that teachers are working 

with less and less, so the more that I can do, the 

more it will help not just my child, but the whole 

classroom.  

 

I ask that you look for sales on school supplies and 

buy when they are on sale. If you have the ability to 

spend some money to help our local children in 

school, I hope that you will do so.  

 

In addition to school supplies, the Livingston church 

is hosting their teacher/staff appreciation lunch for 

the Iowa Grant School District on Tuesday, August 

21st.  We welcome any monetary donations to 

provide a great ‘thank you’ lunch for these well-
deserved teachers and staff. At this lunch we will be 

presenting the school supply donations.  

 

Let us open our hearts to giving this month! 

Pastor Ty 
 

http://www.lsaumc.org/


School Supplies 

Donations 

 
We will be presenting 

the Iowa-Grant school 

district with the supply 

donations we receive on 

the day we feed them 

lunch! Please consider 

donating supplies! 

 

Helping our Communities 

Blessing the Faculty and Staff at Iowa Grant 

We have an awesome opportunity to support the faculty and 
staff at Iowa Grant Schools on August 21st.  To show our 

appreciation and to start their year off well, we will be 
hosting a lunch for the faculty and staff of IG during one of 

their in-service days. This is our second year doing this and I 
hope that it will be as successful as last year!  

Here is how it will work.  The teachers will have a bit longer 
lunch this day to be able to drive to church.  They will get an 

awesome meal that will fill them with great energy. Then 
they will go back to school.  It is as simple as that! 

Ways you can help: 
* Volunteer on August 21st to serve the meal and/or clean-up 
* Donate money toward the meal 
* Donate specific food items (the list will be posted in the 
upcoming weeks) 

Please email Beth (umc.bethm@gmail.com) or call the church 
office (943-6606) to sign-up to help! 

 

 

Fennimore Food Pantry 

Stitzer collects items for the 

Fennimore Food Pantry. Items 

needed most are:  peanut butter, 

tuna, canned fruit, cream of 

chicken soup, cereal & toilet 

paper. They also take any non-

perishables, cleaning or paper products.  

Place donations in the basket in the back of 

the church.  

 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry  

at Ss Anthony and Philip Church  

Livingston collects donations for the 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry in 

Highland. This month the personal care 

item is Shampoo (10-12oz). 

Donations are to be placed in the wicker 

basket in the church entryway. Thank you to 

Mary Sue Divine for delivering the items. 
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July 29-Aug 2 – Livingston VBS from 5:45 – 8:45 pm 

Aug 21 – Teacher Appreciation Lunch at Livingston UMC at 11:45 am 

 

This Month in Livingston  

Worship at 9:45am  

Greeters: Mary Sue Divine & Carol Rundell 

Ushers: Dave Divine & Dave Rundell 

Acolyte:    Jeran Rux & Caitlyn Wetter 

Special Music:  Aug 5 – Communion 

   Aug 12 – Shelly Osterndorff 

   Aug 19 – Pat Christiansen 

Aug 6 – Council Meeting at 6pm 

Aug 14 – UMW Meeting at church at 1:30pm 

This Month in Stitzer 

Worship at 8:30am 

UMW meeting at 6:30pm, Kris is hosting, Pat has the program – Aug 8 

Council Meeting at 7pm – Aug 21 

This Month in Arthur 

Worship at 11:00am 

 

Anniversaries 

 

August 3 – Jen & Nick Rogstad 

August 7 – Steve & Sue Weittenhiller 

August 8 – Greg & Dawn Lomas 

August 12 – Randy & Laura Orth 

August 23 – Corey & Michelle Schmidt 

August 26 – Tim & Kristi Loeffelholz 

August 27 – Joshua & Rebecca Fohner 

 

 

If you or anyone you know is missing from the calendar, please contact Beth at the office: 943-6606. 
We want to celebrate you! 



Kingdom Kids is moving… and expanding! 
Starting September 12th, your children will have TWO opportunities to learn 

about God’s amazing love. Sunday School is moving to WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

for children age 3 through 5th grade from 5:45-6:45 pm.  

And we are adding Children’s Church on Sundays during worship for 
children age 3 through 3rd grade. Following the children’s sermon, they will 

go downstairs for their own Bible lesson.  

 

 

Shipwrecked VBS  

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!! To everyone who helped 

with decorations! VBS wouldn’t be as amazing without YOU! 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHERE IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HEADED? (PART 4) 

From the Desk of Mike Mueller – Livingston Administrative Council Chairman 

From June, 1973, until June, 1976, I was the student minister at the Avoca, Gotham, and Wyoming Valley United 

Methodist Churches. During 1974, the Wisconsin Annual Conference sponsored district wide meetings for lay and clergy, 

and the topic of the district gatherings was Homosexuality and the Church. These were Conference initiated gatherings 

and the entire program of the gatherings was created and planned by Conference staff. During the gathering we were 

told by the speakers that the Bible verses that spoke negatively about homosexuality were being misinterpreted, were 

out dated, or were just plain wrong. Presenters, including several who identified themselves as gay or lesbian, advocated 

the UMC needed to change its teaching and positions on the issue of human sexuality because it was discriminatory and 

excluded gays and lesbians from the church. Not once during the entire program that day was there any explanation or 

defense of the Christian Church’s nearly 2000 year understanding on human sexuality. 

This advocacy for changing our denomination’s understanding of human sexuality had already begun elsewhere within 
our denomination in the western world. At the 1972 General Conference, the issue of homosexuality was debated on 

the floor of the General Conference for the first time. This was four years after the Evangelical United Brethren and 

Methodist Church had merged to form the United Methodist Church.  

As we noted in previous articles, the General Conference is the sole and official body that speaks for our denomination, 

and it is the delegates to the General Conference who make the final decisions about our denomination, its mission, its 

policies, its practices, etc. In response to the efforts to change our denomination’s understanding of human sexuality, 
the following social principle statements were approved over the past forty years and are included in the 2016 Book of 

Discipline. These social principles are the result of vigorous debate at General Conferences since 1972, were approved 

by a majority vote of the delegates at those General Conferences, and articulate our denomination’s current position on 
human sexuality.  

“Human Sexuality: We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call everyone to responsible 

stewardship of this sacred gift. 

Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, sexual relations are affirmed only with 

the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage. 

We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, and exploitation of sex. We call for strict global 

enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of children and for adequate protection, guidance, and 

counseling for abused children. All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, are entitled 

to have their human and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence. The Church should support the family 

in providing age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to children, youth, and adults. 

We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All persons need the 

ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship 

that enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not 

condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that 

God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one 

another, as Christ has loved and accepted us.  We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and 

gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons. 

 Marriage: We affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, personal 

commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing rests upon such 
marriage, whether or not there are children of the union. We reject social norms that assume different standards for 

women than for men in marriage. We support laws in civil society that define marriage as the union of one man and one 

woman. 

Sexual abuse: Violent, disrespectful, or abusive sexual expressions do not confirm sexuality as God’s good gift. We reject 
all sexual expressions that damage the humanity God has given us as birthright, and we affirm only that sexual 

expression that enhances that same humanity. We believe that sexual relations where one or both partners are 

exploitative, abusive, or promiscuous are beyond the parameters of acceptable Christian behavior and are ultimately 



destructive to individuals, families, and the social order. We deplore all forms of the commercialization and exploitation 

of sex, with their consequent cheapening and degradation of human personality. To lose freedom and be sold by 

someone else for sexual purposes is a form of slavery, and we denounce such business and support the abused and their 

right to freedom. 

We call for strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation or use of children by adults and 

encourage efforts to hold perpetrators legally and financially responsible. We call for the establishment of adequate 

protective services, guidance, and counseling opportunities for children thus abused. 

Sexual harassment: We believe human sexuality is God’s good gift. One abuse of this good gift is sexual harassment. We 
define sexual harassment as any unwanted sexual comment, advance, or demand, either verbal or physical that is 

reasonably perceived by the recipient as demeaning, intimidating, or coercive. Sexual harassment must be understood 

as an exploitation of a power relationship rather than as an exclusively sexual issue. Sexual harassment includes, but is 

not limited to, the creation of a hostile or abusive working environment resulting from discrimination on the basis of 

gender. 

Contrary to the nurturing community, sexual harassment creates improper, coercive, and abusive conditions 

wherever it occurs in society. Sexual harassment undermines the social goal of equal opportunity and the climate of 

mutual respect between men and women. Unwanted sexual attention is wrong and discriminatory. Sexual harassment 

interferes with the moral mission of the Church.” 

To summarize, our Social Principles say we as United Methodist’s believe human sexuality is a good, sacred gift from 
God. UM’s believe God’s design for the enjoyment of our sexuality is within the covenant, monogamous, heterosexual 

marriage of a man and woman. The UMC rejects the sexual abuse, harassment and exploitation of all persons. As a 

denomination we support the definition of marriage in our civil society as the union of one man and one woman. And 

the UMC believes all persons are created by God and therefore are individuals of sacred worth. We as a denomination 

do not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers its practice incompatible with Christian teaching. 

Since 1972, the debates and votes at General Conference on the issue of homosexuality have resulted in the delegates 

approving, by majority vote, the following disciplinary positions regarding human sexuality for our clergy and general 

church boards and agencies in our denomination’s Book of Discipline (BOD). A violation of the BOD can lead to 
disciplinary action after the disciplinary process has been completed. This means a violation of the BOD rules below is a 

chargeable offense within our denomination’s judicial system and process. (Dr. Chris Ritter, pastor of the Geneseo First 

United Methodist Church and the Cambridge UMC in the Great Rivers UMC Conference in Illinois, has written an 

excellent article entitled “The UMC’s Messy Language About Sexuality” that provides some history behind what you read 

in the next few paragraphs.) 

“Article IV. Inclusiveness of the Church: The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred 

worth. All persons without regard to race, color, national origin, status, or economic condition, shall be eligible to attend 

its worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized 

members, and upon taking vows declaring the Christian faith, become professing members in any local church in the 

connection. 

Paragraph 214. Eligibility: All people may attend its worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments 

and become members in any local church in the connection. 

Regarding the ministry of the ordained, paragraph 304.3: The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 

teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or 

appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church. 

Paragraph 341.6: Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not 

be conducted in our churches. 

Regarding United Methodist Funds, paragraph 613: The [conference council on finance and administration] shall have 

authority and responsibility to....ensure that no annual conference board, agency, committee, commission, or council 



shall give United Methodist funds to any gay caucus or group, or otherwise use such funds to promote the acceptance of 

homosexuality or violate the expressed commitment of The UMC "not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members 

and friends. 

Paragraph 806.9: [The General Council on Finance and Administration] shall be responsible for ensuring that no board, 

agency, committee, commission, or council shall give United Methodist funds to any gay caucus or group, or otherwise 

use such funds to promote the acceptance of homosexuality or violate the expressed commitment of The United 

Methodist Church 'not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends’.” 

Significant disagreement by some within our denomination with the above “church rules” has resulted in deliberate and 
open violations here in the United States, with no or little consequence for those who have exercised what has been 

called “ecclesiastical disobedience.” The divide or impasse is so great that the 2016 General Conference decided not to 
vote on anything related to human sexuality, and instead approved a resolution asking the Council of Bishops to create a 

committee, called the “Bishop’s “Commission on the Way Forward,” to present to the Council of Bishops a plan or plans 
on how we as a denomination can go forward and get beyond the current impasse we find ourselves in related to LGBTQ 

inclusion and resulting question about the unity of the church. Along with the creation of the Commission was the call 

for a very unusual special General Conference to be held in February, 2019. This special General Conference will only 

deal with the three proposals the Bishop’s Commission on the Way Forward has recently presented to the Council of 

Bishops, and any petitions that are directly related to the three proposals. The decisions made at this special General 

Conference will have a very direct affect upon each of our local churches, and upon all UM pastors. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Souled Out 

Youth Group 

 

This year, 6th-12th graders 

are invited to meet on 

Wednesdays starting 

September 12th at 7:00-

8:30pm. The first 2 weeks 

of the month are at the 

Montfort UMC, the last 2 

(or 3) weeks are at the 

Livingston UMC. 
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Stitzer UMC was rescued by Jesus at Shipwrecked VBS 2018 

 

Shipwrecked VBS 2016 was held at the Stitzer UMC from July 9 – 12 in the evenings.  Sixteen 

children learned how kids find that Jesus rescues them when life gets stormy!  Each day 

children met a Bible Memory Buddy that helped them remember the daily Bible Point.  The 

days were as follows: 

 Day 1 Hope the jaguar taught us that when you’re lonely…Jesus rescues! 
 Day 2 Beacon the toucan taught us that when you worry…Jesus rescues! 
 Day 3 Rae the manta ray taught us that when you struggle…Jesus rescues! 
 Day 4 Guac the iguana taught us that when you do wrong…Jesus rescues! 
 At the program we met Moe a sloth who taught us that when you are 

powerless…Jesus rescues! 
 

We had so much fun at VBS!   Thank you to the parents and grandparents for sharing your 

children and grandchildren with us.  I would like to thank all of the crew leaders, station 

leaders and those who assisted where needed.  Lastly, thank you to those who donated food 

or money to help make VBS possible.  The children and I greatly appreciate it! 

Thank you for donating time and talent: 

Dannea Linneman  Chantelle Awadallah Rhonda Hughey         Sandy Klug  

Sarah Schauer  Ruby Schauer  Cheyenne Hughey         Jim Hughey 

Lindsey Pohle  Rachel Schauer   Pastor Ty          Cheryl Budack  

Josie Statz Lauper  Bri Guzman    Max & Mary Edge          Eileen Henkel 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped clean up and put away all the decorations and VBS items 

on Thursday night after the program.  

  

I apologize if I have forgotten anyone who helped make VBS a success this year, we truly 

appreciate all contributions.   

Thank you! – Charisse Orth & Rhonda Hughey – Shipwrecked VBS Directors 

 

 


