
 

 

September 
2018          

Charge 
Happenings 

 

 

Worship Times: 
 
Stitzer – 8:30 a.m. 
11542 Kluckhohn St 
Stitzer, WI  53825 
 
Livingston – 9:45 a.m. 

415 Woodward Ave 
Livingston, WI  53554 

 
Arthur – 11:00 a.m. 

473 Center Street 
Platteville, WI 53554 

 
 

Website: 
www.lsaumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 
Invite your friends to 
like us on Facebook at: 
“Livingston, Arthur & 
Stitzer United 
Methodist Churches”  
and our children’s 
ministry page at: 
“Kingdom Kids 
Ministry” 

It is that time again…   
Time for school.   

Time for early bedtimes.   

Time for staying home more. 

Time for those first day of school pictures. 

Time for your family to get back into the 

routine of coming to church and Sunday 

School.  

 

Adult Sunday school at Livingston will begin on 

Sunday, September 9th at 8:30 am.  

Adult Sunday school at Stitzer will begin on 

Sunday, September 9th at 9:45 am.  

And children’s Sunday school at Livingston is 
moving to Wednesday Nights starting 

September 12th at 5:45 – 6:45 pm. 

 

These are great ways to build friendships and 

grow in your personal and communal faith. I 

hope that you will consider joining one of these 

Sunday school classes! 

Have a great month! 

 

Pastor Ty 

 

P.S. Maternity leave is going well. I miss you all 

and I am grateful for such wonderful people to 

lead worship and preach in my absence.  
 

http://www.lsaumc.org/


THANK YOU! 
Thank you so much to those that helped with the Appreciation Lunch & donating school supplies. The 

teachers & staff were very impressed with our meal & hospitality & we served 84 people this year!  

    

 

Helping our Communities 
 

Fennimore Food Pantry 

Stitzer collects items for the 
Fennimore Food Pantry. Items 

needed most are:  peanut butter, 

tuna, canned fruit, cream of 

chicken soup, cereal & toilet 

paper. They also take any non-
perishables, cleaning or paper products.  
Place donations in the basket in the back of 
the church.  

 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry  

at Ss Anthony and Philip Church  

Livingston collects donations for the 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry in 

Highland. This month the personal care 

item is Bathroom Tissue (4 pk). 

Donations are to be placed in the wicker 

basket in the church entryway. Thank you to 

Mary Sue Divine for delivering the items. 

 

Family Promise Week is September 16–22. Please keep your schedule open to help 

out! We will need volunteers for making food, eating with the guests & overnight stays. 

-Serve God by serving others. 
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 Sept 16-22 – Family Promise Week 

Sept 29 – Arthur’s Lord’s Acre Fall Auction at 1 pm, lunch at noon 

Sept 30 – Joint Worship with musician Dan Holmes in Stitzer at 10 am, 

Potluck Brunch/Lunch to follow worship 

 

This Month in Livingston  

Worship at 9:45am  

Greeters: Riley & Stecklein Families 

Ushers: Molly Nodolf & Ruth Hove 

Acolyte:    Rylee & Beckem Stecklein 

Special Music:  Sept 9 – Communion 

   Sept 23 – Kay Moen 

Sept 9 – Adult Sunday school starts 8:30am 

Sept 10 – Council Meeting at 6pm 

Sept 12 – Kingdom Kids Sunday school starts 5:45pm 

Sept 18 – UMW Meeting at church at 1:30pm 

This Month in Stitzer 

Worship at 8:30am 

Adult Sunday School starts at 9:45am – Sept 9 

UMW meeting at 6:30pm, Carole is hosting, Jo has the program – Sept 12 

Council Meeting at 7pm – Sept 18 

This Month in Arthur 

Worship at 11:00am 

Anniversaries

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 1 – Ala & Chantelle Awadallah 
Sept 2 – John & Jolly Michel 

Sept 6 – Travis & Michele Wetter 

Sept 9 – Wayne & Pam Cordts 
Sept 10 – Corey & Brenda Allen 
Sept 13 – David & Mary Allen 
Sept 15 – Matthew & Beth Mueller 

Sept 18 – Ron & Carolyn Kuhle 
Sept 19 – Rodney & LaVon Allen 
Sept 19 – Jim & Joyce Neuendorf 
Sept 21 – David & Shelly Osterndorff 

Sept 25 – James & Ruby Schauer 
Sept 30 – Keith & Hannah McCarville 

 

If you or anyone you know is missing from this 
list or the calendar, please contact Beth at the 

office: 943-6606. We want to celebrate you! 



Kingdom Kids is starting… and expanding! 
Starting Wednesday, September 12th Sunday School is moving to 

Wednesday nights for children age 3 through 5th grade from 5:45-6:45 pm. 

Our first night will be a fun registration night! 

And starting Sunday, September 9th Children’s Church will start during 

worship for children age 3 through 3rd grade. After the children’s sermon 

they will go downstairs for their own Bible lesson.  

 

 

Shipwrecked VBS  

    

Our friend “Jim” 
and his beard 

money! 

 

 

Lots of singing VBS songs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And just one of our awesome snacks!  



WHERE IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HEADED? (PART 5) 

From the Desk of Mike Mueller – Livingston Administrative Council Chairman 

For many years Donald Spink was the lay delegate to the Wisconsin Annual Conference from the Livingston, Arthur and 
Stitzer UMC’s. In the late 1980’s Don felt it was time for someone else to be the lay delegate to Annual Conference and I 
was approached about replacing him. I agreed to do it and overall it has been a good experience. It has certainly 
broadened my experience within the UMC and peaked my interest in the workings of our denomination beyond the local 
church level. Serving as your lay delegate to the Wisconsin Annual Conference (WAC) has enabled me to become friends 
with individuals I would never have met otherwise. And being your lay delegate to Annual Conference has enabled me to 
experience something less than .0001% of all UM’s from all over the world ever get to experience in their lifetime. That is 
to be a delegate to a General Conference of the UMC. 

This incredible journey and education began in the mid 1980’s when I was approached by Rev. Tom Lambrecht (A 
Wisconsin UM clergy and currently vice-president of Good News.) to become the lay convener of an evangelical caucus 
group within the WAC, named United Methodists for Restoration (UMR). UMR eventually became part of the Wesleyan 
Association of Confessing United Methodists (WACUM), which is still active within the Wisconsin Annual Conference 
and is a voice for UM evangelicals in Wisconsin. Becoming our three church’s lay delegate to Annual Conference and 
being the lay convener of UMR made me part of the workings of the UMC beyond the local church setting. This month I 
want to share with you some of the experiences I have been part of beyond the local church.  

In late 1990, one of the UM churches in Madison found itself in some church controversy when it gave some money to a 
caucus that was promoting the liberalization of our denomination’s position concerning LGTBQ issues. This was a 
violation of our BOD. And even though there were requests for an apology from a number of evangelical groups within 
the UMC, the church experienced no consequences for their actions, nor was an apology offered. 

Prior to the 1991 Annual Conference I was approached by evangelicals in the WAC about presenting myself as a 
candidate to be a lay delegate to the 1992 General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference. Sharon and I were milking 
over 100 cows at that time so I was quite reluctant to do it because of the time commitment and subsequent need to be 
gone from the farm so much. I eventually said yes, and my name was on the lay delegate ballot with my thinking that that 
was all the further this idea would go as far as getting elected. Boy was I in for a surprise. After enough ballots had been 
cast to reach the prescribed number of delegates the WAC would send to the 1992 General Conference, I found myself 
elected as the first reserve lay delegate to GC to be held in Louiseville, KY. As first reserve lay delegate I would be 
attending the 1992 General Conference. As first reserve lay delegate, I would replace any of the regular lay delegates if 
one of them was unable to attend the 1992 General Conference, and I could fill in for anyone of them if they wanted to 
take a few hours off from the legislative committees or from the plenary sessions during GC. A number of the lay 
delegates graciously allowed me to sit in their place during the two weeks of the 1992 General Conference and it was a 
learning experience for a small town farm boy. 

In 1995 I again placed my name on the ballot as a lay delegate for the 1996 General and Jurisdictional Conference. I did 
not get enough votes during the balloting to be a lay delegate to the 1996 General Conference, but was elected as a lay 
delegate to the 1996 Jurisdictional Conference (Remember, the JC’s elect bishops.).  

1999 was the year for electing delegates to the 2000 General Conference to be held in Cleveland, OH, and to the 2000 
Jurisdictional Conference. After the voting had been completed I found myself elected as a full lay delegate to GC and to 
JC. As a delegate to GC you are asked what legislative committee you would like to serve on. I chose “Faith and Order” 
and to my surprise was placed on that legislative committee. At the 2000 General Conference, the Faith and Order 
Legislative Committee had been assigned the responsibility of handling all of the petitions submitted to General 
Conference concerning the issue of human sexuality. It was believed no matter what the legislative committee did or did 
not do, it would be controversial to say the least. The large room in which our legislative committee of 113 delegates 
(including 13 foreign delegates) met was packed to capacity everyday our legislative committee gathered because there 
were over 100 visitors and observers wanting to sit in and observe our committee’s discussion and votes. 

I will never forget some of the fellow delegates I served with in that room. Wisconsin Annual Conference clergy delegate, 
Rev. Janet Ellinger, was on the committee with me. Dr. Mark Miller, who identifies as a gay man, is now assistant 
professor of Church Music at Drew Theological School and a lecturer in the practice of Sacred Music at Yale University. 
And he has led music at two of the past Wisconsin Annual Conferences. Dr. Maxey Dunham, who was president of 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. Rev. Bob Hayes of Texas, who would eventually be elected a bishop later 



that year. Rev Scott Jones, also from Texas, and who was also elected a bishop later that year. Dr. Leicester Longden, who 
later became a professor at Dubuque Theological Seminary. Rev. Bill Hinson, pastor of the largest UMC in Texas at that 
time. Rev. Phillip Wogaman, who was senior pastor of Foundry UMC in Washington DC, the church President Clinton 
and his wife, Hillary, attended when they went to church while he was president. Rev. Sally Dyck, who is now a bishop 
for one of the Illinois Conferences. And I can never forget the courage of the African delegates who were on our 
committee, and who told us they literally did not know if their families would still be alive when they returned to Africa 
after General Conference because of the political turmoil going on in their countries at that time. Our committee was very 
diverse racially and theologically, and some of our differences on the issues of human sexuality were very wide apart, yet 
it was one of the most enjoyable times I have ever had at a church meeting because in spite of our deeply held differences, 
there was no name calling, bullying or disrespect towards anyone or their position as we discussed and debated the 
numerous petitions before us. And everyone who wanted to say something for or against a specific petition was granted 
the opportunity without fear of being called names, criticized or ridiculed. 

Our experience on our legislative committee did not hold true for the GC as a whole. Prior to the 2000 GC it was 
anticipated it would not be a quiet one because of anticipated protests around LGBTQ issues. Groups outside of the UMC 
had let it be known they would be at the 2000 GC to try to influence and sway delegate’s votes by means of their protests. 
Soulforce, an ecumenical group seeking a change in the UMC position on LGBTQ issues, had a large presence and held 
daily demonstrations outside of the conference hall. On one day, 191 of them were arrested for blocking an exit outside of 
the conference hall. Members of the infamous Westboro Baptist Church out of Topeka, KS, were also present and they 
often stood on an overhead walkway hurling their infective and vitriol towards Soulforce, other demonstrators and 
delegates alike.  

Inside the conference hall there were protests and disruptions from the visitor’s gallery and from delegates within the 
voting bar of the conference. One day the plenary session was interrupted when over 30 lay and clergy delegates stood on 
the dais in protest for approval of LGBTQ issues. The presiding bishop negotiated an agreement with the protestors that 
allowed them to remain on the dais for a specified period of time and then they were to remove themselves from the dais 
to allow the plenary session to resume. The voting delegates of the GC voted to approve what had been negotiated 
between the protesters and the presiding bishop. When the time had elapsed the protestors did not remove themselves so 
the plenary session could continue. After refusing to abide by what they had agreed to do, thirty of them were arrested for 
trespassing even though they had repeatedly been warned arrests would be made. The thirty arrested included two bishops 
and my fellow Wisconsin delegate, Rev. Janet Ellinger. After the arrests were made the plenary session went into recess 
for about forty-five minutes. During that time the Wisconsin Annual Conference delegation met together to discuss 
collecting money from among ourselves to post the bond required to get one of our own out of jail. Our delegation was 
divided on whether or not to collect the money to help bail Rev. Ellinger out. 

Besides the two mentioned General Conferences I had the privilege to attend as a delegate, I also was a lay delegate to the 
1992, 1996, 2000, 2004, and 2008 Jurisdictional Conferences. The primary purpose of the Jurisdictional Conference is to 
elect bishops and during the JC’s I was part of I witnessed the election of Rev. Donald Ott and Rev. Hee-Soo Jung from 
the Wisconsin Annual Conference to the office of Bishop. I also witnessed the election of Bishop Sharon Rader and 
Bishop Linda Lee, both served as Bishop to the Wisconsin Annual Conference afterwards. Protests and disruptions are not 
part of JC’s, but wooing delegates to vote for a certain person is part and parcel of the process of electing bishops. The 
wooing is done by the individual Annual Conference delegations as they seek to promote the individual they had selected 
to be promoted to the office of bishop. And the wooing is done by the various caucus groups mentioned in a previous 
article. The election of bishops is a very political process.  

One of the most poignant experiences I had at a Jurisdictional Conference was when I had my arm around the shoulder of 
a Wisconsin clergyman as he was emotionally giving his statement to withdraw his name from any further balloting in the 
election process for the office of bishop because it had become apparent he did not have the votes to get elected. The 
Hispanic caucus had endorsed him for the office of bishop. Many of his fellow Wisconsin Annual Conference delegates 
did not support him and that was disappointing for him and for me. 

 



 

Souled Out 

Youth Group 

 

This year, 6th-12th graders 

are invited to meet on 

Wednesdays starting 

September 12th at 7:00-

8:30pm. The first 2 weeks 

of the month are at the 

Livingston UMC, the last 2 

(or 3) weeks are at the 

Montfort UMC. 

Joint Worship  
with music by Dan Holmes  

Sept 30th  at 10 am 

at the Stitzer UMC 
There will be a potluck Brunch/Lunch 

afterward. Please bring your favorite 

breakfast or lunch dish to pass! Tableware & 

drinks will be provided. 
*there will not be any regular worship services this day! 

Stitzer Adult Bible Study 

Class resumes on Sunday, September 9th 

at 9:45 am in the fellowship hall. We will 

study "The Proof of Christ" pages 197-205 

of ALL THINGS NEW by Kelly Minter.  If 

you do not have the book, let Elaine Keller 

know, as this is the next to last lesson in 

this book before we order new books.  We 

welcome and encourage all adults to join 

us for a time of study and Christian 

fellowship. 

Arthur UMC’s   

LORD’S ACRE  
FALL AUCTION 

Saturday, Sept. 29th A la carte lunch at 

Noon, Auction follows at 1pm 
 

There will be 

baked goods, canned beef, garden produce, 

handmade items & more to be auctioned! 
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 Livingston UMC was rescued by Jesus at Shipwrecked VBS! 

We had a great time being Shipwrecked at Vacation Bible School July 29-August 2nd! Each night, we 
had around 60 kids attending and 45 adults and teens helping! The kids who attended and the adults 
and teens that volunteered all got to learn that they have each been Rescued by Jesus! Each night, the 
children learned a Bible Point, a Bible Story, a Bible verse, and were introduced to a Bible Buddy. 
 
Our mission project for the week was Schools 4 Haiti. Throughout the week they "met" children that 
are being cared for and educated by orphanages supported by Schools 4 Haiti. They were challenged to 
fill a metal pail with donations, and our friend and castaway, “Jim”, agreed to have his beard shaved! 
This year we raised $272.69 to give to Schools 4 Haiti. Way to go, VBS friends! 
 
VBS would not be possible without the generosity of so many people giving their time, talents and 
donations. A huge, heart-felt thank you to the following people for making VBS week possible! 

 

Station leaders, Crew leaders, Assistants, Snack Crew, Monetary and Food Donations: 

John Kohlenberg  Molly Nodolf  Tammy Hines  John Merwin 
Beth Mueller  Caitlyn Wetter  Josh Hines   Jean & John Slack 
Lori Laufenberg  Linda Roum   Brooke Shores 
Cameron Shores  Pastor Ty   Zach Kohlenberg 
Becki Kleist   Nancy Merwin  Lynn Grunenwald 
Tammy Kohlenberg Linda Brown  Sharon & Mike Mueller   
Jordan Shores  Rylee Stecklein  Heather Bowles 
Kenadie Munson  Chelsie Walter  Beth Grunenwald 
Jeran Rux   Megan Andrew  Maddy Rogstad 
Tiffani Dykes  Jessica Munson  Brianna Kleist 
Rael Stecklein  Krysta Peterson  Dakota Kohlenberg 
Travis Wetter  Chelssi Lathrop  Allison Bickford 
Avri Kleist   Beth Granville  Carol & Dave Rundell 
Matt Mueller  Kay Moen   Jeri Durni    
Mary Mueller  Neil Millard   Mary Schauff 
Evelyn Mueller  Bev & Dean Munson Rodney & Lavon Allen 
Adrianna Jelle  Lily Warne   Ellen Eggers 
Stephanie Anderson Rita Riley   Tari Novinske 
(If I forgot to list anyone, I am so very sorry! But your contribution did not go unnoticed or unappreciated!) 
 

A HUGE thank you to the women who organized and prepared the supper each night--around 120 
meals every night! These amazing women are: Rita, Stephanie, Linda, LaVon, Tari, Ellen, Beth 
Granville, Nancy and Lynn. I know this evening meal was appreciated by the volunteers and 
families. Thank you ladies! 
 
Thank you again, everyone, for a successful Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School! 
 
Sincerely, 
Michele Wetter, VBS Director 


