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Charge 
Happenings 

 

 

Worship Times: 
 
Stitzer – 8:30 a.m. 
11542 Kluckhohn St 
Stitzer, WI  53825 
 
Livingston – 9:45 a.m. 

415 Woodward Ave 
Livingston, WI  53554 

 
Arthur – 11:00 a.m. 

473 Center Street 
Platteville, WI 53554 

 
 

Website: 
www.lsaumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Invite your friends to 
like us on Facebook at: 
“Livingston, Arthur & 

Stitzer United 

Methodist Churches”  
and our children’s 
ministry page at: 
“Kingdom Kids 
Ministry” 

 
Hello, 
 
In two months we will have a big change taking place. Livingston will 

become a new charge with Montfort and Cobb UM Churches.  I will be 
the pastor of this new charge.  Stitzer and Fennimore UMC will become 

a charge.  Arthur and Whig UMC will become a charge.  The 
conference is realigning our churches based upon location and school 
districts.  
 
When our three churches were put together as a charge in 1965 we were 
all three separate communities somewhat close together. Iowa Grant 
hadn’t been formed yet and Stitzer kids didn’t yet go to Fennimore.  But 
now with Montfort, Cobb and Livingston (plus other communities) 
making up Iowa Grant, it makes sense to also have the churches 
connected. Stitzer folks go into Fennimore to go grocery shopping, 

brunch and the kids go to school there.  It makes sense for Stitzer and 
Fennimore UM Churches to be connected.  
 
Change isn’t easy, especially since we have been a charge for 53 years.  
Yet I have peace in my soul that this change will be fine once all the 
logistical parts are figured out.  
 
H.P. Lovecraft, an American writer said this, “The oldest and strongest 
emotion of mankind (humanity*) is fear, and the oldest and strongest kind of 
fear is fear of the unknown.” 

 

The other day while driving in Madison for Josh’s Crohn’s infusion I 
saw a bumper sticker on the car in front of us. This is what it said: 
LOVE > FEAR. (Love is greater than fear.) 
 
Know that during this change of realignment that God’s love for you, 
your family and your congregation has not and will not change. And 
when you are feeling fearful, angry or concerned…don’t let it overcome 
you, because God’s love is greater than your feelings of fear.  Let God’s 
love wash over you and bring you peace.  
 
And remember, I am still your pastor.  If you have questions or 
concerns, let’s meet to talk.  
 
See you in Worship, 
Pastor Ty 
 
P.S. I invite you to come to our last joint worship (all three churches in 
this charge come together to worship at one time) at the Livingston 
UMC at 10 am on Sunday, November 11. Rev. Harold Zimmick will be 

preaching and baptizing Zion. 
 

*Ty’s word of inclusivity 

 

http://www.lsaumc.org/


Helping our Communities 

Fennimore Food Pantry 

Stitzer collects items for the 

Fennimore Food Pantry. Items 

needed most are:  peanut butter, 

tuna, canned fruit, mixed 

vegetables, cereal & shampoo. 

They also take any non-perishables, 

cleaning or paper products.  Place donations 

in the basket in the back of the church.  

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry  

at Ss Anthony and Philip Church  

Livingston collects donations for the 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry in 

Highland. This month the personal care 

item is Shampoo (10-12 oz). 

Donations can be placed in the wicker 

basket in the church entryway. Thank you to 

Mary Sue Divine for delivering the items.
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Nov 2 – Livingston Annual Fall Auction dinner at 5:30, auction at 7:00 pm 

Nov 3 – Listening Session for the 2019 Special General Conference at 

Dodgeville UMC at 10:00 am 

Nov 11 – FINAL JOINT WORSHIP at Livingston at 10:00 am  

with Rev. Zimmick, cake and ice cream served after 

Nov 14 – Charge Conference at Lancaster UMC at 6:30 pm – All are invited! 

Nov 21 – Thanksgiving Eve Worship at Stitzer at 7:00 pm 

 

This Month in Livingston  

Worship at 9:45am  

Greeters: Mueller & Wetter Families 

Ushers: Mueller & Wetter Families 

Acolyte:    Chelsey Mueller & Jonah Wetter 

Special Music:  Nov 4 – Communion 

   Nov 11 – Mary Sue Divine 

   Nov 18 – Sunday School kids 

Nov 5 – Council Meeting at 6pm 

Nov 18 – 3rd Grade Bible Sunday 

Nov 20 – UMW Meeting at church at 1:30pm 

 

This Month in Stitzer 

Worship at 8:30am 

UMW at 6:30 pm, Jo Reynolds hostess – Nov 14 

Council Meeting at 7pm – Nov 20 

This Month in Arthur 

Worship at 11:00am 

Happy Anniversary

 

 

 

 

 

Nov 1 – Josh & Ty Hines 
Nov 29 – Doug & Sue Nodolf 

 
 
 

If you or anyone you know is missing from this 
list or the calendar, please contact Beth at the 

office: 943-6606. We want to celebrate you! 

 



3rd Grade Bible 

Sunday 

 
November 18th we will be presenting 

Bibles to 3rd graders. If you know a 

child that would like to receive their 

very own Bible, please let Michele 

Wetter know by Nov. 11th for planning.   

Call the church office at 943-6606 and 

leave a message or email her at 

michelewetter@hotmail.com   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important  

Dates! 

November 11th – This will be a joint 

worship with the Arthur & Stitzer 

churches. There will be NO 

Children’s Church as the 

important business of baptizing 

Zion Hines will be happening! 

November 21st – This is the 

Wednesday before Thanksgiving & 

we will NOT have Sunday School. 

Enjoy your time with family! 

You are cordially invited to: 

Kingdom Kids’ Family 
Christmas Event 

Sunday, December 16th at 5:30 pm 

 

More details to follow… 

mailto:michelewetter@hotmail.com


WHERE IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HEADED? (PART 7) 

From the Desk of Mike Mueller – Livingston Administrative Council Chairman 

As we noted in part six, the Council of Bishops is submitting three proposed plans (One Church Plan, Traditional Plan, 

and Connectional Conference Plan) to the special General Conference being held in February of 2019. These plans were 

developed by the Bishops Commission on the Way Forward.  The Wisconsin Annual Conference has scheduled two local 

informational gatherings to inform Wisconsin UM’s about the upcoming special General Conference. They will be held in 
Dodgeville and Sun Prairie. 

In part six, I also mentioned the Simple Plan. It is not a plan coming from an official UMC study commission or board. It 

comes from the United Methodist Queer Clergy Caucus, an advocacy caucus group within our denomination. What it 

proposes is that all references related to LBGTQ issues in the BOD be removed. It proposes that nothing else be changed 

in our BOD. It is a very simple plan when compared to the three plans being submitted by the Council of Bishops. 

Because of its simplicity there is really no need to explain it any further. 

This month we want to look at the Connectional Conference Plan. The Connectional Conference Plan is the most 

complicated plan of the three the Commission on the Way Forward submitted to the Council of Bishops. If approved, it 

would take a four year period for the plan to be entirely implemented across our denomination. And because it 

significantly restructures the UMC it would require a two-thirds majority vote by General Conference for ultimate 

approval. It would also need to be ratified by two-thirds of the members of all annual conferences. These two 

requirements alone mean this plan would have to have very large support across the entire denomination. 

What does the plan do? It replaces the current five jurisdictions we now have in the U.S. with three new “theological 
jurisdictions” covering the entire U.S. They would be called “connectional conferences”. Hence the “Connectional 
Conference Plan”. The “Traditional Conference” would maintain the BOD’s present prohibition of same sex marriage and 
the ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals. The “Unity Conference” would not prohibit or require same-sex 

marriage and the ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals. The third conference called the “Progressive 
Conference” would require and expect all clergy to perform same-sex weddings and all of its annual conferences to 

ordain and appoint practicing homosexual clergy. 

This plan has the noble goal of treating all perspectives on our denomination’s position regarding LGBTQ persons fairly 
and equally with the hope no clergy or congregations would leave the UMC. Thus it is quite complicated in structure and 

in implementation if it is approved. That is why it is estimated it would take four years for the entire plan to be 

implemented. 

If this plan is approved it would require the current five U.S. Jurisdictions to vote on which of the three new 

Connectional Jurisdictions they wanted to affiliate with. If any Annual Conference disagreed with the decision of its 

Jurisdictional Conference, the Annual Conference could vote to join a different Connectional Jurisdiction. If there was no 

disagreement by the Annual Conference with the Jurisdictional Conference’s affiliation decision then the Annual 
Conference does not need to vote for a different affiliation. If any local church disagreed with its Annual Conference’s 
Connectional Jurisdiction affiliation, it could vote to become part of a different Connectional Jurisdiction. If the local 

church did not disagree with the higher entities affiliation then it would not need to vote for a different affiliation. To 

avoid the possible turmoil of frequent votes, the bodies taking a vote could not take another vote to change affiliation 

until four years have elapsed. 

And with this plan, Bishops and clergy must also make a decision, primarily which Connectional Conference they desire 

to serve in. 

Under the Connectional Conference Plan our local church’s identity would primarily be with the Connectional 
Conference we would be affiliated with. We would still be part of the United Methodist Church, but each of the three 

Connectional Conferences would have more autonomy to operate in the way it believes is helpful and consistent with its 

theological perspective. Some of the powers of the General Conference would be moved to the Connectional 

Conferences. Including the following: determining the number of bishops needed, election of bishops and their funding; 

determining the qualifications, powers, duties of clergy and bishops, and their accountability; adopting the Book of 

Discipline according to its theological perspective; holding its bishops accountable to the connectional conference rules 

and requirements; and creating whatever boards and agencies the connectional conference feels it needs to do ministry. 



Under this plan the General Conference would be made up of: a General Book of Discipline, including our doctrinal 

standards and theological task, and new global social principles; a shortened General Conference every four years; a 

redefined Council of Bishops; a General Board of Pensions and Health Benefits; the Publishing House; General Council of 

Finance and Administration; United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR); and parts of the General Board of Global 

Ministries. The UMC currently has more boards and agencies other than those just listed and their continued existence 

would be determined by whether or not any of the new connectional conferences wanted to continue participating in 

them. 

Under this plan the Central Conferences outside of the U.S. would not be affected as much as the UMC in the U.S. They 

would be renamed as connectional conferences and would be given equal power and authority with the U.S. 

connectional conferences. 

As noted earlier, because of the complexity of this proposed plan there will be a lot of decisions individual UMC 

members, local churches, and individual pastors will have to make once the higher denominational entities have 

affiliated themselves with one of the three Connectional Conferences. The whole process of implementation will be 

lengthy. The logistics of forming new charges consisting of congregations within the same Connectional Conference 

could be challenging simply because of the geographical distance between the affiliating churches. If just one of our 

three congregations of the Livingston, Stitzer and Arthur Charge (or whatever charge we may find ourselves in by the 

end of this year) would choose to affiliate with a Connectional Conference different from the one the other two 

congregations affiliate with, that congregation would end up having a different pastor and would be part of a different 

charge. This plan raises the specter of the possibility of a large community which has multiple UMC’s having those UMC’s 
being affiliated with three different Connectional Conferences. The “what ifs” of this plan are numerous. 

When the Council of Bishops submitted the three plans for consideration at the special upcoming General Conference to 

be held in February, 2019, they asked the UMC Judicial Council to review the three plans for their constitutionality (Yes, 

the UMC has a constitution.). During the last week of October, the Judicial Council of the UMC met in Zurich, Switzerland 

to do just that. It is unknown how soon the Judicial Council will make public their rulings regarding the three proposed 

plans. Obviously their rulings will affect the three plans one way or the other. 

There is an opportunity for you to learn more about the upcoming special General Conference from the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference delegates to the General Conference. On November 3, 2018, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm there will be 

a listening session at the Dodgeville UMC. You are invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

 

 

When: Saturday, November 3rd at 10:00 am at Dodgeville UMC, 327 N. Iowa St. 

Who: Everyone is welcome to attend 

Why: To allow feedback about the three proposals of the Commission on a Way 

Forward. And to better understand the thinking & feeling within our annual 

conference about our denomination’s future.  
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Cantata 2018 

 
Rehearsals will be Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

at the Livingston United Methodist Church. 

All area singers are invited to join and sing 

traditional Christmas hymns in four parts. 

Rehearsal dates are: Oct 31, Nov: 7, 14, 20, 

28, Dec: 5, 12 & 15.  

Help us keep this holiday tradition alive! 

Souled Out Youth Group 
  Meets each Wednesday night at 7pm 

for 6-12th graders. The first two 

Wednesdays of each month is at the 

Livingston UMC, the rest of the month 

is at the Montfort UMC. Invite your 

friends! 

Note: November 21st we will NOT 

meet. Enjoy spending time with family! 

Livingston  

Fall Auction 
Friday, Nov. 2nd 2018 

Luncheon at 5:30pm 

Auction starts at 7:00pm 

Come bid on many food,  

craft, homemade &  

miscellaneous items! 
 

Senior Dinner  
At My Turn North in Livingston 

Wednesday, November 

14th at 12pm 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Join us November 21st for Thanksgiving Eve Worship  

At 7:00 p.m.   We will be at the Stitzer church reflecting 

on all the blessings God has given us. 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

-submitted by Mike Mueller 

Jesus said to his followers, "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all 

nations because of My name.” (Matt. 24:9) And in the book of Timothy Paul wrote to followers of Jesus, “Indeed, all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim. 3:12). November 4, 2018, is the International Day of 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church. Our charge will be praying for the persecuted church on November 18, 2018, because 

of other events occurring within our three churches. 

Recently American citizen, Pastor Andrew Brunson, was released by the Turkish government after he had been in prison 

and under house arrest for allegedly being a terrorist. The information for the remainder of what you will be reading 

comes from the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom. (USCIRF is an independent, bipartisan 

U.S. federal government commission created by the 1998 International Religious Freedom Act (IRFA) that monitors the 

universal right to freedom of religion or belief abroad.) 

Pastor Brunson is an American citizen who has lived in Turkey for 23 years. He is the pastor for the Izmir Dirilis 

(Resurrection) Church, a small evangelical Presbyterian congregation in the city of Izmir. 

In April 2016, Pastor Brunson filed an application to renew his residence visa. On October 7, 2016, the local police 

department summoned him for what he assumed to be a routine meeting to discuss his visa renewal. However, he was 

taken into custody upon his arrival at the station and told he would be deported within 15 days. 

A lawyer who asked to visit Pastor Brunson was denied access. When the lawyer returned with an affidavit, officials told 

him that he had signed a statement declaring that he did not want a lawyer; the document he signed waived his right to 

legal representation. Initially, Turkey also refused to allow a U.S. consulate representative to meet with him, a violation of 

the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. During this period, members of the Pastor’s church attempted to bring 
food, water, and clothing to him, but were denied access until October 13. Pastor Brunson was not allowed contact with 

other prisoners and was held incommunicado in the Harmandali Detention Center. 

A court document released at a December 9, 2016 hearing indicated that Pastor Brunson had been charged with 

“membership in an armed terrorist organization.” The judge reportedly mentioned allegations that Pastor Brunson is 
linked to the Gülen movement, which the Turkish government accuses of planning the failed July 2016 coup. 

Pastor Brunson initially was held in a cell with 21 other inmates that was built to hold only eight prisoners. He was 

transferred in August 2017 to Kiriklar Prison where he was in a cell with two other men who have been accused of being 

members of the Gülen movement. He spent 24 hours a day in his cell, leaving for one hour weekly for visits. Sometimes 

he was allowed family visits and the U.S. Embassy saw him regularly.   

Anadolu, a state-run news agency, reported on August 24, 2017 that the prosecutor submitted new evidence corroborating 

two charges against Mr. Brunson: support of a terrorist organization and political or military espionage. On March 5, a 

Turkish court accepted the prosecutor’s indictment. 

Pastor Brunson’s first court hearing of his trial occurred on April 16, 2018, after 18 months in detention. His second 

hearing took place on May 7, 2018.  His third hearing took place on July 18, 2018. Pastor Brunson was released to house 

arrest on July 25, 2018, due to health concerns. His fourth hearing occurred on October 12, 2018. At that hearing he was 

convicted of aiding terrorism but released the same day and was returned to the United States. The judge determined that 

his two-year detainment plus his good conduct counted for him serving his sentence of three years, one month 

imprisonment. 

This is just one story of the countless stories of believers in Jesus in other parts of the world who are falsely accused, 

arrested, put in jail, mistreated, discriminated against, and even killed. Please pray for the persecuted church! 

 


