
 

December 
2018          

Charge 
Happenings 

 

Worship Times: 
 
Stitzer – 8:30 a.m. 
11542 Kluckhohn St 
Stitzer, WI  53825 
 
Livingston – 9:45 a.m. 

415 Woodward Ave 
Livingston, WI  53554 

 
Arthur – 11:00 a.m. 

473 Center Street 
Platteville, WI 53554 

 
 

Website: 
www.lsaumc.org 

soon to be: 
www.lmcumc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Invite your friends to 
like us on Facebook at: 
“Livingston, Arthur & 
Stitzer United 
Methodist Churches”  
and our children’s 
ministry page at: 
“Kingdom Kids 
Ministry” 

 

 

 
Happy December, 
 
We are in the season of Advent, the season of preparing our 
hearts, homes and minds for the coming Christ.  Sometimes, 
though, we get so caught up in the gifts, the parties and 
plans, that we forget the miracle of it all. God sent his son to 
earth to be born of a young woman, Mary. Jesus’ birth had 
long been prophesized about in the Old Testament. Isaiah 9:6 
says, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” Celebrating Christmas on December 25 is 
the culmination of all the prophets’ prophecies from the Old 
Testament and what we read in the gospels…God’s ultimate 
plan of love. 
 
This Advent we are also planning and preparing for our 
realignment change. All the churches have had their initial 
meetings with their new charge and all the meetings have 
gone well.  I am grateful for wonderful leadership in all three 
of our churches that have helped make this transition go 
well.  
 
This is our last newsletter as the Livingston, Stitzer and Arthur 
Charge. This Charge has been a blessing to the pastors that 
have served it; I believe each church has been a blessing to 
the other two churches for the past 53 years.  It has been my 
honor and privilege to serve this charge for the past 5.5 years. 
Livingston, Stitzer and Arthur Churches you have 
encouraged, challenged, and shaped me. For your patience, 
laughter, joy and grace I give God praise for you! As we all 
embark on a new chapter in ministry, may our mission 
continue to be to make disciples for Jesus Christ.  
 
Much Love, 
Pastor Ty 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.lsaumc.org/


Helping our Communities 

 
Monday, December 24th  

Livingston at 4:30 pm & Stitzer at 7:00 pm 

Fennimore Food Pantry 

Stitzer collects items for the 

Fennimore Food Pantry. Items 

needed most are:  peanut butter, 

tuna, canned fruit, mixed 

vegetables, cereal & shampoo. 

They also take any non-perishables, 

cleaning or paper products.  Place donations 

in the basket in the back of the church.  

 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry  

at Ss Anthony and Philip Church  

Livingston collects donations for the 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry in 

Highland. This month the personal care 

item is Boxes of Kleenex. Donations 

can be placed in the wicker basket in the 

church entryway. Thank you to Mary Sue 

Divine for delivering the items.

Cantata 2018 
Sunday, Dec. 16th at 10:30 am  

at the Livingston UMC 
 

 (No regular worships will be held at Livingston, Stitzer or Arthur UMCs.)  
A Potluck lunch will be served afterward. Please bring your favorite hot dishes, 

salads or desserts & help us celebrate Christmas! 
Rehearsals: Wed. Dec. 5th & 12th at 7:00 pm & Saturday Dec 15th all at the Livingston UMC. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSzODr8P3YAhUOz2MKHQ7uC-8QjRwIBw&url=http://clipart-library.com/food-bank-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw2JwOqPPsrcLH20TkE92INi&ust=1517339628745091


Dec 16 – CANTATA at Livingston at 10:30 am, Potluck lunch afterward  

(This will be the only worship on Dec 16th at all three churches.) 

Dec 16 – Kingdom Kids’ 2nd Annual Family Christmas Event, at Livingston 

Supper at 5:30 pm, short Christmas Program and cookie decorating after. 

Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Services:  

4:30 pm at Livingston, 7:00 pm at Stitzer  

 

This Month in Livingston  

Worship at 9:45am  

Greeters: Kohlenberg Family 

Ushers: Kohlenberg Family 

Acolyte:    BreAnn Kohlenberg 

Special Music:  Dec 2 – Communion 

   Dec 16 - Cantata 

Dec 3 – Council Meeting at 6pm 

Dec 11 – UMW Meeting at My Turn North for lunch at 11:30 am, cheer boxes after 

This Month in Stitzer 

Worship at 8:30am 

UMW & Council members & spouses hold annual Potluck at 6:30 pm at church – Dec 12 

No regular worship, Joint Cantata in Livingston at 10:30 am – Dec 16 

This Month in Arthur 

Worship at 11:00am 

Dec 16 – No regular worship, Joint Cantata in Livingston at 10:30 am 

  

 

 

 

If you or anyone you know is missing from this 

list or the calendar, please contact Beth at the 
office: 943-6606. We want to celebrate you! 

Dec. 5th Robert & Denise Myers 

Dec. 10th Torbjorn & Paula Elg 

Dec. 12th Stan & Marilyn Nodolf 

Dec. 13th Bill & Donna McLimans 

Dec. 23rd LeRoy & Ruth Hove 

Dec. 26th John & Julie Oliver 

Dec. 27th Wilfred & Cheryl Budack 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important  

Dates! 

December 16th: NO Children’s 
Church during Cantata worship. 

December 19th, 26th & January 2nd: 

NO Sunday School. Enjoy your time 

with family! 

You are cordially invited to: 

Kingdom Kids’ Family 
Christmas Event 

Sunday, December 16th at 5:30 pm 

Soup and Sandwich supper at 5:30pm 

A short Program by the kids with  

Family cookie decorating after! 

Everyone is welcome! 

Family Christmas Event 
Details 

Sign-up sheets are in the entryway… 
any donations of soup, sandwiches 
and cookies are greatly appreciated! 

 

If you would like your child to 
participate in the short program for 

the Family Christmas Event: practices 
will be Sunday Dec 9th during 

Children’s Church & Wednesday Dec 
12th during Sunday School (for each 

group of kids separately.)  

Joint Dress Rehearsal will be Friday 
Dec 14th from 6-7 pm. It’s a simple 
and easy to learn program that the 

kids will catch onto quickly! 

Souled Out Youth Group 
   

We will NOT meet December 26th. 

Enjoy your Christmas with family! 



WHERE IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HEADED? (PART 8) 

From the Desk of Mike Mueller – Livingston Administrative Council Chairman 

Last month we looked at the Connectional Conference Plan that is being brought before the special General Conference 

of our denomination in February, 2019. Since our last newsletter the Judicial Council of the UMC has made its rulings on 

the constitutionality of the three plans coming before the General Conference. 

After the Judicial Council looked at the Connectional Conference Plan, the Council stated it would not rule on the 

constitutionality of the plan because the Book of Discipline (BOD) does not allow the Council to evaluate proposed 

constitutional amendments. The Connectional Conference Plan required a fair number of changes in the constitution for 

it to be implemented. Until those changes would be made over a four year period and after a two-thirds majority 

approval by the General Conference and a two-thirds majority approval of the members of Annual Conferences, the 

Judicial Council said there is nothing we can rule on here. The Judicial Council’s rulings on the remaining two plans were 
different. 

The Judicial Council’s rulings on the Traditional Plan and the One Church Plan basically upheld both plans, but each plan 
had provisions within them that were deemed unconstitutional and therefore needed to be changed to be 

constitutionally acceptable. Proponents and supporters of the Traditional Plan and the One Church Plan are in the 

process of making the necessary changes to their plans. The vast majority of those changes can be accomplished by 

changing some of the wording in the petitions so they would pass constitutional muster. So if you hear someone say the 

Judicial Council ruled the Traditional Plan or the One Church Plan were unconstitutional you are being told incorrect 

information. “Specific parts” of each plan were ruled unconstitutional, not the entire plans, and those problem parts can 
be changed, tweaked, or eliminated so the plans are in conformity with our UMC constitution. 

This month we want to look at the Traditional Plan. Unfortunately the Council of Bishops had instructed the Commission 

on a Way Forward not to develop the details of the Traditional Plan when the Commission began its work, but then the 

bishops changed their minds as the Commission was completing their work, so the Traditional Plan did not receive the 

same amount of attention and vetting that the One Church Plan and Connectional Conference Plan received.   

The Traditional Plan as presented by the Commission on the Way Forward contains 17 petitions for the special General 

Conference to act upon. Basically the Traditional Plan maintains our denomination’s current positions and statements 
regarding human sexuality, the definition of marriage, not allowing the ordination of GLBTQ persons, not allowing the 

performance of gay marriages in UM churches or by UMC clergy, and not allowing UMC funds to be used to promote the 

LGBTQ agenda. And it seeks more accountability for those who choose to ignore or disobey our BOD around the issue of 

human sexuality. Some of the plan’s provisions include: 1) Every Annual Conference is required to vote on whether or 
not it will fully uphold the entire Book of Discipline. 2) Annual Conferences who do not agree to enforcing the BOD or fail 

to do so, would no longer be able to use the UM name or logo, and would be unable to give or receive funds through the 

general church. 3) An Annual Conference could vote by a simple majority to leave the UMC and would be able to keep its 

assets and liabilities. The Annual Conference would still be responsible for its pension liabilities and could continue to 

sponsor a pension program through Wespath. 4) Any local church in a departing Annual Conference could vote to 

remain in the UMC and abide by the current BOD. 5) Every bishop would be required to submit a statement as to 

whether or not he/she is prepared to fully uphold and enforce the entire BOD. Any bishop unwilling or unable to do so 

would be subject to a disciplinary process. 5) Bishops and clergy unable to live within the boundaries of behavior 

established by the BOD would be allowed to transfer to a self-governing Methodist church that affirms their beliefs. 6) 

The definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual” would expand to include persons living in a same-sex partnership, 

union, or marriage, in keeping with Judicial Council decision 1341. 7) Bishops would not be allowed to dismiss a 

complaint unless it has “no basis in law or fact.” 8) The counsel for the church in a church trial process would have the 

same right of appeal for egregious errors of church law as the defendant now enjoys. 

In previous articles I have mentioned a number of times that our denomination is at a stalemate on the issue of human 

sexuality. There are those within our denomination who believe our denomination’s current position regarding human 
sexuality as stated in the BOD is biblically based and who believe that those who violate or disobey our BOD should be 

held accountable. There are those who adamantly disagree with our current position, want to change it but have not 

been able to do it legislatively through General Conference action, and subsequently have deliberately disobeyed our 

BOD in protest with no disciplinary consequences for their disobedience. For example: our BOD specifically does not 

allow “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals” to be ordained as ministers. Two years ago the UMC Western Jurisdiction 



here in the United States elected Rev. Karen Oliveto to the position of bishop. Rev. Oliveto has stated publicly she is a 

practicing lesbian and is married to her lesbian partner, yet she was elected a bishop in violation of our BOD. After 

challenges had been filed against the legality of Rev. Oliveto’s election, our Judicial Council ruled her election was in 

violation of the BOD and directed the Western Jurisdiction’s College of Bishops to rectify the situation. The bishops of 
the Western Jurisdiction have refused to do anything about Rev. Oliveto’s ineligible election and she still is a bishop 
serving within that Jurisdiction. Rev. Oliveto’s and the Western Jurisdiction’s College of Bishops non-compliance to our 

BOD is one of numerous instances of disobedience by UM clergy, bishops and boards that have occurred over the past 

few years with no accountability for those who deliberately defy our denomination’s position and standards.  

The Traditional Plan is supported by evangelicals (traditionalists or conservatives, depending on what label you want to 

apply here), a good number of U.S. bishops (but not a majority), and all the bishops from Africa and the Philippines. The 

plan would not change the structure of the UMC from what we already have, as would the One Church Plan and the 

Connectional Plan. Nor under this plan would there be congregations, pastors, bishops, conferences and jurisdictions 

aligned into three different positions on human sexuality. 

When the idea of a special commission was first proposed at the 2016 General Conference it was specifically expressed 

to the Council of Bishops that all the plans submitted to the 2019 Special General Conference should include an “exit 
plan.” The Council of Bishops chose not to include any “exit plan” in any of the plans. An “exit plan” would deal with the 
“Trust Clause” for any local congregation or Annual Conference deciding to leave the UMC after the 2019 Special 

General Conference has completed its work. Let there be no wishful thinking here. No matter what plan, if any one of 

them, the 2019 special General Conference decides to go with, there will be individuals and entire congregations who 

will leave the UMC. In the past two years there have been a number of very large UM churches (congregation 

membership in the thousands) leave the denomination because of this issue. If the General Conference decides to 

maintain our current position on human sexuality it is anticipated many liberals, liberal clergy, and liberal congregations 

will leave the UMC. And likewise, if the General Conference liberalizes our denominations current position on human 

sexuality it is anticipated many evangelicals, evangelical clergy and evangelical congregations will leave the UMC, along 

with African and Philippian clergy, bishops and congregations. Thus there is a need for an exit plan for those 

congregations and Annual Conferences who feel compelled to leave the UMC because of the 2019 Special General 

Conference action or lack of action. Having an exit plan as part of the final General Conference decision would make 

departures from the UMC less acrimonious and would help prevent expensive court battles over church property 

because of the Trust Clause. 

What is the trust clause? Paragraph 2501 of the BOD states, “All properties of UM local churches and other UM agencies 
and institutions are held, in trust, for the benefit of the entire denomination, and ownership and usage of church 

property is subject to the BOD.” UM church property is held as an “irrevocable trust” by the denomination and has stood 
up in court when local churches have attempted to challenge it. What the “trust clause” basically means for the local 

congregation is the local congregation “does not own the church building, parsonage, or real estate”, the UMC owns it. 
And our BOD contains guidelines on how the property is to be used by the local UM congregation and pastor. 

If a local congregation discontinues its ministry in and through a UM church building, the trustees of the Annual 

Conference determines what happens to the property after the congregation’s ministry has ended because the church 
property belongs to the United Methodist Church. After the congregation at Rock Church discontinued worshipping in 

and ministering from the church building it became the property of the Wisconsin Annual Conference even though a 

local organization financed its upkeep and repairs. Recently the Wisconsin Annual Conference Board of Trustees sold the 

Rock Church to a local incorporated organization created for the purpose of taking possession of the Rock Church and to 

continue maintaining its upkeep. The entire process and exchange was done harmoniously because all parties involved 

were in agreement on the outcome.  

 

 


