
   August 2019 Charge Happenings 

Happy August!  I hope that that these warm summer months are a blessing to you and your 

family. We have enjoyed having time to travel and to get outside to soak up the warmth.  

This summer I have been praying for those that don’t have the same rights and privileges as 

white people do. I am trying to be fully aware of my white privilege and how by simply being 

white there are assumptions made, just as assumptions are made when someone is not white. I was fully aware that when 

Josh got pulled over for speeding on our way to get Isaiah from camp, how we very casually sat in the car.  I didn’t have to 
think about where my hands were or to only speak if spoken to.  Also I didn’t think twice about when I turned around in my 

seat to grab a toy for Zion and how that probably wasn’t perceived as a threat, simply because I am white. 

I have also been praying for families, specifically for the children who have been detained at the southern border and are being 

held at federal detention camps, especially for their mental health and safety.  

In light of this, when I read my Bishop’s letter, I felt like he put down on paper what I have been thinking about and feeling. I 

wanted you to read it too. This letter is by Bishop Jung found in the ENews July 17, 2019.  

We are ALL God’s Children. 

~Pastor Ty  

One New Humanity 

“Thus, says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not oppress the widow, the 
orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.” 

 Zechariah 7:9-10 NRSV 

I want to invite us all to do something very difficult.  I want us to think about the current immigration issues from a spiritual 

and theological perspective rather than from a political perspective.  The media and our governmental leaders exert great 

influence in shaping our thinking and feelings about immigrants, both documented and undocumented.  The focus is often on 

concerns about strangers and fears about criminals and threats to security.  Sometimes these are valid concerns, but more 

often than not, they are exceptions rather than what is normal. 

But set aside the political debate and the media hype.  Let us reflect on our Christian faith as people of God.  Here we find a 

completely different approach to immigration.  First, we must acknowledge the most famous and important immigrant of all, 

Jesus the Christ.  Closely following, Abraham, Moses, Jeremiah, Miriam, Deborah – many prominent figures from our Hebrew 

ancestors fit our definitions of immigrant, in many cases undocumented. 

Second, we have Jesus’ teachings.  Who is our neighbor?  Who are we responsible for?  Where does our responsibility 

end?  For widows, orphans, the alien, the stranger, the poor – we are instructed (through the words of the prophet Micah in 

6:8) “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  Micah is speaking very clearly to an immigrant people. 

Third, Paul echoes the teaching of Jesus in many places, none more powerful than his message to the church in Ephesus, that 

through Christ Jesus God is making one new humanity – destroying all the dividing walls and uniting all people.  (Ephesians 

2:15-16)  Jesus and Paul preach diligently that the divisions of “us” and “them” are erased by faith, and that for Christians we 
are called to care for the least of these among us: “Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the 
king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 

to me.” (Matthew 25:37-40) 

Fourth, our United Methodist tradition, and the shared values of our antecedent denominations, clearly favor care for the 

stranger, the alien, the dispossessed, and the immigrant.  The commitment to social justice, global missions, and relational 

evangelism make welcoming the stranger a cornerstone of our covenant community.  John Wesley sought to help Methodist 

leaders envision our world at the kingdom/kin-dom of God.  The realm of God and the risen Christ welcomes all who believe, 



Helping our Communities 

regardless of class, race, culture, ethnicity, economic caste, education, or theological nuance.  In Christ, we are made 

one.  Through faith we are the incarnation of Christ, and we exist to offer Christ to everyone we meet. 

Last, I would encourage all of us not to demonize immigrants.  The vast majority are not villains or enemies.  And even should 

we choose to view them as enemies, Jesus has very clear instructions for us: ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-

collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 

Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:43-48)  So, I encourage all of us 

to be perfected in God’s holy love, by praying for our immigrant brothers and sisters and children as we do for our family at 

home. 

This wonderful country of the United States is a nation of immigrants.  Our diversity is our strength.  Should we hold people 

accountable?  Yes.  Should we encourage all to be lawful observers of our customs and codes.  Yes.  But, should we be making 

it possible for all to receive adequate food, lodging, safety, opportunity, shelter, and protection?  According to the prophets of 

old – from Zechariah and Micah and Jeremiah to Jesus and Paul – there is no room for debate. God is working through us by 

the Holy Spirit to make “one new humanity.” So, let us all remember, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2) 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

 

Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry at Ss Anthony and Philip Church  

The churches collect donations for the Mobile Second Harvest Food Pantry in Highland. This 

month’s personal care item is Shampoo (10-12 oz). Donations can be placed in the 

designated area in the church entryway. Thank you to the folks that deliver the items!

 

 

 

Thank You! 

To all the folks who helped volunteer with Family Promise… 
It was a successful week of hosting our guests! And many 

hands made light work! Thank you! 

 

School Supply Time 
 

Our churches will be collecting school supplies for the Iowa Grant 

School District during August. There will be supply lists available at 

each church. Please bring any donations to your churches & we will 

collect them. The supplies will be presented to the teachers & staff at 

our annual Teacher Appreciation Luncheon held at the end of 

August. 
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 Aug 4 – 8th ROAR VBS at Livingston UMC, dinner at 5 pm, VBS 5:45-8:45 pm 

Aug 26th – Teacher Appreciation Luncheon  

This Month in Cobb  

Worship at 8:00 am 

Aug 13 – UMW meets for their annual picnic 

This Month in Montfort 

Worship at 9:30 am 

Greeters & Ushers: Dave & Sharon Kalish 

Council Meeting at 7 pm – Aug 1 

This Month in Livingston 

Worship at 11:00 am  

Greeters & Ushers: Divine & Rundell Families  

Acolytes: Isaiah Hines & Rylee Stecklein 

Aug 1 – Safe & Stable Family Talent Show at 6:30 pm 

Aug 11 – Special Music by Shelly Osterndorff  

Aug 18 – Special Music by Pat Christiansen 

Aug 20 – UMW at 1:30 pm Kay is leading, Betty is hosting 

 

3 – Nick & Jen Rogstad 

3 – Ron & Kelly Ritchie 

16 – Casey and Sammy Roelli 

16 – Peter & Joanie Nagel 

24 – Leroy and Gloria Belken 

26 – Tim & Kristi Loeffelholz 

We list anniversaries each month in the newsletter and birthdays on the calendar. If you would like yours 
to be recognized (or not), please let Beth know in the church office by e-mail: umc.bethm@gmail.com or 
phone: 608-943-6606. 

Pastor Ty will be starting the CONFIRMATION CLASS for youth that are in 8th grade or older on 

September 15 at 6pm at the Livingston Church. Parents are invited to come to the class on the 15th as 

we go over class expectations and the calendar.  

Confirmation is a school year long class that is the continuation of one's faith journey.  We meet every 
Sunday night for the whole school year. We will dive into scripture, learn about how the United Methodist 
Church came to be, and what it means to be a member of the church.  
If you have a youth that is in 8th grade or older and would like to take the class, let Pastor Ty know.  
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2019 Mission Trip 
 Thank you for your prayers and financial support for our first youth mission trip to 
Lame Deer, Montana.  We caravanned out to Montana with the other WI group from Mount 
Hope, WI. Our travels to and from were uneventful, which is what we wanted.  
 Our first night we stayed at Murdo, South Dakota at a UM Church. We were warmly 
greeted by the pastor and his wife. The church prepared dinner and breakfast for us.  The 
pastor and his wife invited their youth group to join us and planned games for us to play as 
well. On Sunday morning we worshipped and shared communion with the congregation. We 
were sent off to go serve with the congregation making a path and saying blessings over us.  It 
was a very powerful experience.  
 Once in Lame Deer we served on the Northern Cheyanne reservation. We joined other 
youth groups from New York, Indiana and two groups from Colorado. There were 90 of us in 
total. We stayed at the local elementary/ middle school. The girls were in the new addition of 
the school, which was very nice. The boys stayed in the portables, which served the purpose 
of sleeping.  
 Each day we had breakfast at 7, made our lunch to take to the work sites, served at our 
sites until 2:30pm, did a mystery adventure, went back to the school to clean-up, dinner was 
at 5, worship at 7, small group devotions at 8:30, free time until lights out at 11.  

VBS! 

VBS is almost here! This is one of our biggest outreaches into the community for our 

churches. Please sign-up to bring food or snacks if possible. If you would like to make a 

monetary donation, you can do that too! Just mark it for VBS & we’ll put it to good use! 
We also need bars & cookies for dinner each night, so if you like to bake, you can also 

help! And please pray for all of us involved, especially the kids, that God will move 

within us. Thank you so much! 
 

Up-coming events! 

Keep in touch on Facebook & watch for dates 

on the upcoming Sunday School year! 

 

Like our Facebook page!  

Kingdom Kids Ministry 

 



 There were 16 crews that went to different sites. There were some crews that painted 
the inside or outside of houses, some built handicap ramps, some built decks and some laid 
flooring. Our kids were spread out across many crews.  
 Wednesday was our cultural day. We ate fry bread for dinner and had several 
Cheyanne folks come and show us the different kinds of dances that are done at a Pow Wow. 
The drumming and dancing were incredible! 
 Each night we had meaningful and life changing worship with music, a message and 
hands on activities that helped drive the points home. The Holy Spirit showed up in very 
powerful ways, touching the lives of all who were there.  
 After 5 days of serving God with our hands and feet we loaded up and headed out to do 
a bit of exploring.  We went to Mount Rushmore, drove through the Badlands and on 
Saturday night (July 13) stayed at Wall, South Dakota. The kids were then able to explore and 
have dinner at Wall Drug.  
 We arrived home on Sunday, July 14 at 7:30pm completely exhausted, but filled with 
joy and the Spirit.  

(Above) All the folks from Wisconsin, our 11 and the group from Mt. Hope. 
 

(Left) Our group of 11 from Souled Out Youth Group! 
(Middle) Some of our kids helped lead worship one night! 
(Right) Native American ladies dressed for a Pow Wow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT THE UMC BELIEVES-PART 2 

~submitted by Mike Mueller, Livingston Admin. Council Chairperson & Conference Lay Delegate 

Our UMC clergy like to encourage us lay people to utilize church tradition, our reason and our life experience 

as we study the Bible. These four elements (Scripture, tradition, reason and experience) are what is known as 

the “Wesleyan Quadrilateral”, a methodology for personal theological reflection and development. John Wesley 
never used the term. He used the Anglican theological tradition which emphasized Scripture, reason and 

tradition for theological development, and in addition to those three elements Wesley added experience. Thus 

for us as United Methodists, “Scripture is considered the primary source and standard for Christian doctrine. 
Tradition is experience and the witness of development and growth of the faith through the past centuries and in 

many nations and cultures. Experience is the individual's understanding and appropriating of the faith in the 

light of his or her own life. Through reason the individual Christian brings to bear on the Christian faith 

discerning and cogent thought. These four elements taken together bring the individual Christian to a mature 

and fulfilling understanding of the Christian faith and the required response of worship and service.” (From A 
Dictionary for United Methodists, Abingdon Press) 

As you read the next set of Articles of Religion of the Methodist Church and Confession of Faith of the 

Evangelical United Brethren, (the Methodist & Evangelical United Brethren churches merged to form the 

United Methodist church in 1968) keep in mind that for United Methodists, Scripture is our primary source and 

standard for Christian doctrine. There is always the danger we may rely more on our experience and reason to 

determine what we ought to believe and practice simply because many of us spend very little time in our busy 

lives to read Scripture for ourselves. Instead we rely upon others (pastors, religious friends, Facebook, popular 

TV personalities, etc.) to be our source of information for Christian doctrine and practice. 

From the Articles of Religion of the Methodist Church. 

Article V — Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation: The Holy Scripture contains all things 

necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required 

of any man that it should be believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In 

the name of the Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical books of the Old and New Testament of 

whose authority was never any doubt in the church. The names of the canonical books are: Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, The First Book of Samuel, The Second Book of 

Samuel, The First Book of Kings, The Second Book of Kings, The First Book of Chronicles, The Second Book 

of Chronicles, The Book of Ezra, The Book of Nehemiah, The Book of Esther, The Book of Job, The Psalms, 

The Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or the Preacher, Cantica or Songs of Solomon, Four Prophets the Greater, Twelve 

Prophets the Less.   

All the books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do receive and account canonical. 

Article VI — Of the Old Testament: The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both in the Old and 

New Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and 

man, being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard who feign that the old fathers did look only 

for transitory promises. Although the law given from God by Moses as touching ceremonies and rites doth not 

bind Christians, nor ought the civil precepts thereof of necessity be received in any commonwealth; yet 

notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is free from the obedience of the commandments which are called 

moral. 

From the Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United Brethren 

Article IV — The Holy Bible: We believe the Holy Bible, Old and New Testaments, reveals the Word of God 

so far as it is necessary for our salvation. It is to be received through the Holy Spirit as the true rule and guide 

for faith and practice. Whatever is not revealed in or established by the Holy Scriptures is not to be made an 

article of faith nor is it to be taught as essential to salvation.  


